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SUBJECT: LIBERIAN RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY 

1 . THE GOL RADIO ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 22 THE SIGNING IN 
EAST BERLIN FEBRUARY 21 BY GOL MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
WILLIAM DENNIS AND GDR FOREIGN MINISTER OSCAR FISCHER 
THE FIRST LONG TERM TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOL 
AND THE GDR. UNDER THE TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT, THE 
GDR WILL SUPPLY PORT EQUIPMENT, BUILDING MACHINES, 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, REFRIGERATION ENGINEERING 
EQUIPMENT AND EDUCATIONAL AND HEALTH SYSTEMS. THE 

GOL WILL SUPPLY RAW COFFEE, COCOA BEANS AND OTHER 
PRODUCE. COMMERCE MINISTER DENNIS, WHO IS HEADING A 
GOL GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATION TO EAST BERLIN, IS 
QUOTED AS STATING THAT "LIBERIA WANTS 
TO HAVE CLOSER RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY IN THE 
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FIELDS". 

2. IN OCTOBER 1973 THE GOL AND GDR ISSUED A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCING THEIR INTENTION TOESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. THE FIRST GDR AMBASSADOR TO LIBERIA 
PRESENTED HIS LETTERS OF CREDENCE MAY 22, 1974. THE 
PRESENT AMBASSADOR, WERNER SCHEDLICH, IS RESIDENT 
IN GHANA. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. COMMENT: THE AGREEMENT APPEARS TO BE 
MERELY A LISTING OF PRODUCTES BOTH COUNTRIES HOPE CAN 
BE EXCHANGED. IF SO, WITHOUT ANY FINANCIAL INDUCEMENT 
OVER AND BEYOND REGULAR COMMERCIAL GAIN, TRADE BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES IS NOT EXPECTED TO DEVELOP BEYOND 
THE CURRENT VERY LOW LEVEL. LIBERIA IMPORTED 
$69,578 AND $88,852 OF EAST GERMAN GOODS IN 1975 AND 1976 
RESPECTIVELY. IN BOTH YEARS THERE WERE NO LIBERIAN 
EXPORTS TO EAST GERMANY. THUS, THE SIGNING OF THIS 
AGREEMENT SEEMS TO BE INTENDED MORE FOR ITS POLITICAL 
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT THAN FOR ANY LITTLE MUTUAL 
TRADE THAT MIGHT DEVELOP. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

CARTER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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